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May Dinner Meeting  
Join your fellow members May 21, 2015 

AT 

Elks Lodge #1780  
ñPowell Roomò 

41700 Ann Arbor Rd E 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

 
Social Hour 1800(6:00pm) Dinner 1900(7:00pm) 

 

Speaker:  Ron Jacobs from Wolverine Propeller  

Everything about propeller selection,  

use and repair/modification 

(bring your questions to ask Ron) 

  

Buffet Style  

3 entrees, dessert included  

Vegan meals are available  
(let Judy know if you need vegan when you RSVP)  

 

$17.00 per person  

Tax & tip Included 

CHECK OR EXACT CHANGE APPRECIATED  

 

******CASH BAR******* 

 

Reservations required by 08 May 2015 
Please call Lt Judy Stewart, S , 734-591-0492 or  

email;  jwstew4@att.net  
 

Reservations must be canceled three days prior to meeting 
or you will be billed for your meal!! 
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Commanderôs MessageCommanderôs Message  

 
 
 
 
 
The Spring conference is coming up fast; May will be here 

before we know it. That means itôs time to launch our boats. 

Remember our Vessel Safety Examiners are ready and available to make sure youôre 

prepared for a safe boating season.  We are having some issues with getting the in-

spection decals; hopefully we will have that problem solved, before it becomes a prob-

lem. There will be a discussion about the issue at the conference.  

The awards night festivities went well. There were some surprised recipients. The 

funny awards are always interesting as well. We also tried a new place which turned 

out quite well. The Awards Night was held at the Elks Lodge in Plymouth. The food 

was good and the room was perfect for our meeting. Our next General Membership 

meeting will be held there again, so come and check it out.  

We only have one General Membership meeting left, and then Hotdogs in the Park, 

before we break for the summer. We do have a couple of rendezvousô planned so look 

for details on our website.  

Have fun getting ready for the boating season, and by all means, be safe! 

Cdr Mark School, JN 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ .ŜƴŘ  tƻǿŜǊ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ !ǇǊƛƭ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ {ǇǊƛƴƎ[ƛƴŜΦ 

BOATS AND LIGHTNING  

 Rubber shoes give you no meaningful protection from lightning. Sailboats do file more 

lightning claims, and size matters. Boats 40 to 65 ft. in length may be hit 6 times per 1,000 

lighting bolts while boats 16 to 25 ft. may be hit 2 times per 10,000 bolts. Increasing the 

height of a sailboat mast from 35 to 45 ft. nearly triples the odds of being hit. A multihull sail-

boat is almost twice as likely to have a lightning claim as a monohull.  

 Almost all lightning will occur within 10 miles of its parent thunderstorm, but it can 

strike much farther than that. Lightning detection equipment has confirmed bolts striking al-

most 50 miles away. Lightning protection systems will not prevent your boat from being 

struck, but they can help minimize the damage. Learn the 30/30 rule. Go indoors if, after see-

ing lightning, you cannot count to 30 before hearing thunder. Stay indoors for 30 minutes af-

ter hearing the last clap of thunder.  

 The first official storm warning to be issued in the United States was in November, 

1870. It was for a storm on the Great Lakes.  

 DƻƻƎƭŜ Ψōƻŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎΩ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
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Executive DepartmentExecutive Department   
 

 

There are a lot of things to be thankful for as a member 
of the Dearborn Sail & Power Squadron.  Now, Iôve got the at-
tention of the positive thinkers and the skeptics.  I like both.  
Yes, I believe that this Squadron has a lot going for it.  There 
has been much discussion at the last couple of meetings about squadron activities, 
plans for the conference, rendezvousô, VSEs, and boating classes.  For those of you 
thinking ñhuh?ò, come to a meeting.  The May meeting has a great program and will 
again be at the Plymouth Elks. 

The boating classes are ending and it looks like we have interested new mem-
bers.  I was encouraged by the questions and participation in the one class of the pub-
lic course that I taught.  New members are the life blood of any volunteer organization.  
A new member can even be an older member that becomes active.  

The Vessel Examiners have started their efforts toward helping boaters through 
the vessel exams.  There are some issues with the new process, but like anything 
else, it should get resolved.  The conference planning committee has come up with 
great ideas for the spring conference at Shanty Creek on 24-26 April 2015.  Imagine, 
going to a resort for a weekend of fun and education, meeting new friends and chillinô 
with old friends from around the State.  AND on top of all that, you can use the ex-
penses and mileage as a tax deduction!  Just sayinô ï I get great pleasure in having 
fun and decreasing the amount of money I will owe the Government.  Our Squadron 
has selected the musical West Side Story as our theme for the ñD/9 The Musicalò con-
ference.  The room will be awesome and the cookies, drinks and Sloppy Joes will be 
enjoyed by many.  My thanks to the conference planning committee for what will be a 
great job and a fun weekend.  Too bad some of you will miss this one.  The next few 
will be in the local area, so no getaway weekends for a while. 

The Boating Activities Committee presented some of the rendezvousô for this 
summer at the last meeting.  We have the June Hot Dogs in the Park planned.  There 
is a Tigers game event planned for 2 June.  The Steak Roast is again at Ford Yacht 
Club on 8 August.  There is a group planning a weekend trip on the Torch/Elk Lake 
chain of lakes this summer.  The dinghy rendezvous at Bruin Lake State Park is again 
planned for 11-13 September;  a good start.  If anyone has a place they would like to 
go and want to share the weekend with other boaters, talk to Jerry Lalonde about 
hosting a rendezvous there. 

Lastly, we are again participating in the Dearborn Memorial Day Parade, on 
Memorial Day.  It is a holiday that this Squadron traditionally has dedicated to the vet-
erans and fallen soldiers.  For some, they want their weekend at the lake of whatever.  
This organization has made an effort to give back to our society and our soldiers, just 
a few hours on Monday morning.  It is actually a very positive day.   

ñA positive attitude causes a chain reaction of positive thoughts, events and 
outcomes.  It is a catalyst and it sparks extraordinary resultsò  Wade Boggs 

Lt/C Frederick Hoitash, SN 
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Educational DepartmentEducational Department   
 

 

 

The boating classes at John Glenn and Canton are winding 

down. We had four students take the exam Monday night 

(March 30) and every one passed. All have expressed interest in joining the squadron 

to take advantage of the six month membership. Wednesday night at Canton we had 

five students take the exam and everyone passed.  Class will not be held next week 

due to Easter break.  After the break we have two more weeks of class. All students 

will be surveyed and if there is enough interest we will schedule a Seamanship class 

in the fall.       

Glass takes one million years to decompose, which means it never wears out 

and can be recycled an infinite amount of times. 

Kites were used in the American Civil War to deliver letters and newspapers. 

Drinking water after eating reduces the acid in your mouth by 61 percent. 

Lt/C Frank Muylaert, SN 

MUSCRAT BOWLING 

 

 

 

WHEN: MAY 2
ND

, 2015 

WHERE: FORD LANES/ 313 -292-1700  

          23100 VAN BORN RD, DEARBORN HEIGHTS  

TIME: 1 PM ï 6 PM 

WHO: ALL POWER SQUADRONS AND FAMILIES  

COST: $15.00 PER PERSON ï INCLUDES 3 GAMES OF BOWLING/  

2 SLICES OF PIZZA, SALAD, AND POP  
 

Please Contact Barry Blunk by April 25 if you are interested in represent-

ing Dearborn.  
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Awards Night  

Education Achievement Award     P/C Jana Smith, SN 
 
P/C Plaque Award         P/C Suzanne Rayburn, SN 
 
1st Mate of the Year Award         Lt Gerard LaLonde, P 
 
Most Understanding 1st Mate Award        Lt/C Frederick Hoitash, SN 
 
George W. Brundage Award                    P/C Albert Lord, SN 
 
Education Award                   P/C Lynwood Jackson, SN 
 
Frank J. Dallaire Award      P/C Leon Collins, SN 
 
Life Member Award          P/C William Stewart, SN 
 
Golden Apple Award                    Lt/C Frank Muylaert, SN 
 
Distinguished Service Award                   P/C Lynwood Jackson, SN 
 

Awards Night Chairman: Some awards were not presented on Awards Night and the recipi-

ents will be recognized at a future dinner meeting. 

I would like to thank P/C Marilyn Book, AP, for her help in selecting the 2014 recipients for 

their most deserving awards. Thank you also to those members who helped in presenting the 

various awards; P/C Marilyn Book, AP, P/C Bill Stewart, SN, P/C Dave Rayburn, JN, Lt/C Frank 

Muylaert, SN, Cdr Mark School, JN, Lt/C Fred Hoitash, SN, and Lt/C Celeste Hoitash, S (who 

will be presenting an award at a future meeting). 

      P/C Sue Rayburn, SN 

      Awards Night Chairman 

     May 

Charles Emki  01  Ben Muylaert  09 
Charlie Parkinson    02  Gregory Hunt 10 
John Altstetter 04  Marilyn Book  24 
Leon Collins  05  Donna Spiteri 24 

 Richard Granke 09  Sergei Schippa 27   
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Help us Honor our Veterans & 
Celebrate Freedom 

 

25 May 2015  
Dearborn Memorial Day Parade  

 
 

Meet at the PLAV on the Southeast corner of Tireman & Greenfield for 
breakfast and setup at 0830  

 
We need walkers  and riders.  Itôs a lot of fun.  Get started on your 

merit mark for 2014.  Please RSVP so we can coordinate the uniforms of 
the walkers and riders. 

 

Lunch & Beer will be served at the PLAV after the parade and you should 
be on your way by 1230. 

 

RSVP:  734-649-1335 or cfdist@comcast.net to P/C Fred Hoitash, SN 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cfdist@comcast.net

