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Anchor Lines is published 10 
times a year by Dearborn Sail and Power 

Squadron. The deadline for submission of all 

materials is the first Thursday of the month. 
All articles should be submitted to the editor, 

L t .  S u e  R a y b u r n ,  A P  @ 

umrdh72@gmail.com. Please notify the edi-
tor of any change in address. Articles may be 

reprinted without permission if credit is given 

to Dearborn Sail and Power Squadron and the 
Anchor Lines. Opinions expressed within do 

not necessarily reflect the opinion of USPS® 

or of Dearborn Sail and Power Squadron. 

Executive Committee meetings are 
held the first Thursday of the month, at 

1900, at the Livonia Civic Center 

Library, 32777 Five Mile Rd., Livonia, 
Michigan, or at other locations as 

announced in the Anchor Lines. Gen-

eral membership meetings are held on 
the third Thursday of the month at 

1800, at various locations published in 

the Anchor Lines. 

  
CHANGE of WATCH  

January 21st,  2010 

At 

1 UNDER  
35780 Five Mile Rd., between Farmington & Newburgh Rd 

Livonia, MI 48154 

 

Park and enter on West Side of building 

 

Come Thank Our Out-Going  Officers 

and 

 Welcome The In-Coming  Officers 

 

Social hour: 1800 (6:00pm) Dinner 1900 (7:00pm) 

  

50/25/25 Raffle 

   BUFFET   MENU 

         Roasted Herb Chicken 

Au-gratin Potatoes 

Cornbread Stuffing 

Vegetable Medley 

Garden Salad 

Bread & Rolls 

Dessert 

Coffee, Tea, or Soda 

 

$16.00 a person (Check or exact change appreciated) 

Tax & Tip Included  

 

*** Cash Bar***  

 

Reservations required by January 16th, 2010 

Please call Sue Rayburn 734 -953-2465 or  

Reservations1@Dearborn - squadron.org  

Reservations must be canceled three days prior to meeting- 

or you will be billed! 

mailto:Reservations1@Dearborn-squadron.org
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 Commanderôs Department 

  

The Tri-Squadron Christmas party was great as usual.  Now we are looking at celebrating 
Christmas and moving into a new year, that I wish it will bring happiness and prosperity to all.  
My term as Commander of the Dearborn Sail & Power Squadron is coming to an end.   I have 
to extend my thanks to the great people who made this a very interesting and enjoyable ex-
perience for me, and made me look good like I knew what I was doing.  Special thanks to the 
ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛŘƎŜΦ L ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
position with the hope that I was able in some little way to contribute to the growth of the 
Squadron, and hopefully the coming year will be the upswing of the economy and all else, and 
be the turnaround for growth in the membership. 
 
I wish you all a Merry Christmas, happy holidays and a very happy and prosperous New Year. 
 

 Cdr Al Habbal, JN 
                                  commander@dearborn-squadron.org 

 

Executive Department 

As the holidays come to an end, we start thinking of winter events.  One of these events is the 

Cobo Hall Boat Show.  The show will be held February 13-21.  As usual our Squadron will 

have a booth at this event.  We could use people to man the booth for a couple of hours.  This is 

a great way to see the show and help the Squadron at the same time.  If you can help, please let 

Lt Jim Longley, P, know as soon as possible, (313-584-7880).   

 

We also have the Change of Watch coming up on January 21. It will be held at 1 Under in 

Livonia. We are looking forward to seeing you there.   

 

At this time, I would like to thank all the members who worked all year to promote our Squad-

ron. The Chairman of each committee, along with all the members, were invaluable to the 

Squadron.  A special thanks goes to the heads of these committees and all the people who ass- 
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There are presently over 180 non-native aquatic species established in the Great Lakes, from 

Amoeba to Zebra mussels.  Some have been here since the 1800s; others have been more re-

cently introduced or have more recently become problems.  Other threats are still being fought 

(Asian carp).  The harm that invasives do include financial (reduction in commercial fishing, 

expense of cleanup), recreational (sport fishing, scuba diving, boating), ecological (impact on 

native species, especially endangered), and health impacts (algal blooms, VHS). 

 

Last week I went to a two-day meeting of the Great Lakes Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species.  

I want to share with you some of the things I learned. 

 

One topic was freighter ballast water.  Ships that come through the canal system from overseas 

(salties) have the potential to bring in non-native aquatic species in their ballast systems.  This 

has been partially addressed by some US and Canadian regulations requiring ballast water ex-

change while in transit (salt water will kill most fresh water organisms.   However, over 70% 

of overseasea freighters are fully loaded with cargo and therefore have No Ballast On Board 

(and are called NOBOBs).  The ballast tanks of these ships are never completely empty; water 

and organisms still remain in the bottom of the tanks.  It is recommended that these be flushed 

with salt water during transit. 

 

For ships that reach the point in the canal where compliance is tested and found lacking, the 

present solution is for the ship to return to the ocean, exchange ballast, and then proceed.  En-

forcement of this is difficult.  During a tour to the Great Lakes Environmental Research Labo-

ratory (GLERL), we saw how they are conducting experiments with concentrated brine solu-

tion injections into the ballast tanks and how they measured the efficacy of this (photo). 

(Continued on page 5) 

Invasive Species 

-isted them.   Boat Show Chairman, Lt James Longley, P, Communications Officer, P/C Ches 

ter Good, SN, Cooperative Charting Chairman, P/C Jana Smith, JN, Liaison Officer, Lt/C 

Patricia Johnston, SN, Parade Chairman, P/C Fred Hoitash, JN, Safety Officer, P/C Alfred 

Tondreau, JN, and Vessel Safety Check Officer, Roy McPhail, AP. 

  

Hereôs wishing for a very Happy New Year, and a safe boating season to come. 

         
                                                       Lt/C Cheri Muylaert, S 

executive@dearborn-squadron.org 
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The other topic of major interest was the Asian carp.   Asian carp were introduced into sewer 

treatment plants in the south to eat algae, but escaped into the Mississippi river system during 

flooding.  They are voracious feeders, weighing up to 100 pounds, and may severely interrupt 

the existing food web if they get to the Great Lakes.  They are also a safety threat to boaters, as 

they have a tendency to jump into the air when they hear the propeller of a boat.   (Imagine be-

ing struck by a 100 pound flying fish.)   Many measures have been investigated and/or used to 

attempt to keep them from the Great Lakes, including electric fences, physical barriers, poison-

ing the rivers.  At the panel meeting, speakers explained how eDNA testing is now being used 

to be able to detect the presence of Asian carp at much lower levels than prior methods, how 

the electric barriers are maintained, and the US Army Corps of Engineers proposal to protect 

against potential introduction by flooding (and a big THANK YOU  to those who responded to 

the Army Corps of Engineers draft proposal). 

 

What can you do to help? 

¶ Wash your boat, trailer, boots, etc. when moving from one body of water to another 

¶ Support invasive species legislation 

¶ NEVER release aquarium contents into any natural body of water 

¶ Continue to learn about the issues 

 

     P/C Jana Smith, JN 

 

 

 


