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Anchor Lines is published 10 
times a year by Dearborn Sail and Power 

Squadron. The deadline for submission of all 

materials is the first Thursday of the month. 
All articles should be submitted to the editor, 

L t .  S u e  R a y b u r n ,  A P  @ 

umrdh72@gmail.com. Please notify the edi-
tor of any change in address. Articles may be 

reprinted without permission if credit is given 

to Dearborn Sail and Power Squadron and the 
Anchor Lines. Opinions expressed within do 

not necessarily reflect the opinion of USPS® 

or of Dearborn Sail and Power Squadron. 

Executive Committee meetings are 
held the first Thursday of the month, at 

1900, at the Livonia Civic Center 

Library, 32777 Five Mile Rd., Livonia, 
Michigan, or at other locations as 

announced in the Anchor Lines. Gen-

eral membership meetings are held on 
the third Thursday of the month at 

1800, at various locations published in 

the Anchor Lines. 

  
Dinner Meeting  

Oct. 15th 2009 

Come experience something new 
at 

Al-Ameer Restaurant 
27346 Ford Road, Dearborn Hts., MI. 48127 

(Corner of Ford & Inkster) 
 

Social Hour: 1800(6:00pm) Dinner(7:00pm) 

 

50/25/25/ Raffle 

 

Speaker: Dr. Samer Salka 
 

MENU 
Hommous 

Fatoush Salad 

Tabouli Salad 

Falafel  

Baba Ghannouge (baked eggplant dip) 

Boneless Chicken 

Mixed Grill: Kabobs, Kafta, & Shish Tawook 

(served with rice) 

Desserts: 

Variety of Sweets 

Soda, Coffee, & Tea 

 
$17.00 per person (Check or exact change appreciated) 

Tax & Tip Included 

 

Reservations required by October 8th 2009 

 

Please call Sue Rayburn 734-953-2465 or 
  Reservations1@Dearborn-Squadron.org 

 

Reservations must be canceled three days prior to meeting 

Or you will be billed!  

mailto:Reservations1@Dearborn-Squadron.org
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 Commanderôs Department 

 

I was attending the morning session of the Governing Board on Saturday when I got the sad 

news about our dear friend, Lt Doug Goik, AP, passing away after suffering from health issues 

in the last few months.  Doug has been a member of the Dearborn Sail & Power Squadron for 

nearly 50 years; as a matter of fact, I have received the notification from National earlier this 

year that he will be getting his 25th Merit Mark this year.  Since I joined the Squadron six or so 

years ago, I always remember seeing Doug at all the General Meetings, Executive Board Meet-

ings, boating classes and all Squadron functions, he will definitely be missed.  I would ask you 

to all keep our dear friend, Lt Charlotte Goik, P, in your thoughts and prayers and may Dougôs 

Soul rest in peace. 

 

Already into October, in this monthôs article I will cover the highlights of the Governing Board 

that took place in Kansas City from September 9 ï 13.  Before I start with that, I would like to 

introduce our guest speaker for the October meeting, Dr. Samer Salka.  Dr. Salka is a prominent 

cardiologist in the Metro Detroit area; however, during the meeting he will be talking a little bit 

about the culture in the Middle East (you know having dinner at a Lebanese restaurant and all). 

The Dearborn Sail &  Power Squadron is an organization that was built on providing informa-

tion and education, and I think this presentation will  be just in line with these traditions 

(Phoenicians were one of the first sailors in the world). 

  

OK, back to the GB events é. 

 

By-Law amendments were voted on and passed to remove references to the Operating Commit-

tee (Ops Com) and replace that with Board of Directors that was created as a result of restruc-

turing the organization.  Other By-laws include unification of the Merit Marks; what that means 

is there will be only one type of Merit Mark with no difference between the Merit Marks earned 

by Active Members or Family Members.  New Squadron Model By-laws will be created in the 

coming months and Districts and Squadrons will be informed of that to revise their By-laws to 

conform to the new model.  The new amendments to the By-laws will take place in February of 

2010 at the AGM in Disney.  

 

ñWomen of the USPS,ò is a new initiative that National has started in order to highlight the 

women of the USPS and their achievements and contributions to boating. 

 

The issue of declining membership was prominent again this year. The total National Member-

ship stands at around 34,000 for 2009 compared with over 60,000 for 1998.  Squadrons have to 

work very hard to be able to stay afloat and survive this down spiral. 
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ñSail Angleò is the new tool that National is promoting.  This is intended to be a communica-

tions tool to allow the Squadron Commanders, District Commanders and National officers, in 

addition to the regular USPS Members to communicate in a specially designed environment for 

the USPS.  This website will allow the creation of groups, forums and distribution lists with 

specific interests which could extend across Squadrons; most importantly joining this network 

(website) has no cost to the Members or Squadrons.  To demonstrate the capabilities of this 

tool, I will be running a Demo / Training during one of the General Meetings. During the pres-

entation, I had the chance to talk to one of the cofounders of Sail Angle and I have made some 

suggestions that would allow the integration between their website and the existing Squadronôs 

website. 

 

Education, the cornerstone of our organization, was also on the agenda.  Bob Sweet made a 

presentation and I had the chance to bring up the issue we came across with Sail class; the two 

different versions we have and the test that is based on the 1998 version.  I also brought up the 

issue with the Marine Electronics Course which references diagrams and figures that are 

ñsupposedò to be colored but are not.  I have received a promise that he will follow-up and get 

back with me. 

 

D9 Hospitality suite as usual was ñfun centralò both days, Friday and Saturday. We had numer-

ous people from various Squadrons, Districts, National and our sister organization ñthe Cana-

dian Power & Sail Squadron,ò attend. 

 

In closing, the meetings were good and interesting; I look forward to giving you more details 

during our General Meeting and will attempt to answer any questions that you might have. The 

formal dinner we had was excellent and the entertainment by the Kansas City Boys Choir was 

very good.  The only drawback to the meeting was, as usual, the length of time of the meeting 

that uses up all the time and does not allow much time to tour the city and its attractions. In 

spite of that, I was able to tour the Union Station and the WWI Memorial.  The 2010 AGM will 

be in Disney and the 2010 GB will be in Seattle.  I think I have exceeded my quota and made 

up for previous short articles.  I will be looking forward to seeing you all during the General 

Meeting. 

 

Cdr Al Habbal, JN 

    Commander@Dearborn-Squadron.org  

FYI 
  

A car traveling 100 mph would take more than 29 million years to reach the 
nearest star  

  
Walt Disney, the creator of Mickey Mouse, was afraid of mice  

  
The average American uses eight times as much fuel energy as an average per-

son anywhere else in the world  
  

mailto:Commander@Dearborn-Squadron.org
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 Executive Department 

The month of September was beautiful for boating.  I hope everyone enjoyed this extra month 
of summer.  The Steak Roast was a great success, mainly due to all of the help from several of 
our members.  About sixty people were in attendance. It is a great time to get together with 
family and friends.  If you missed it this year, I hope to see you next year. The Steak Roast is 
held every year the last week in August.  Watch the Anchor Lines for this and other future 
events. 
 
The boat show at Metro Beach also went well.  Thanks to Lt Jim Longley, P, for chairing this 
event. Also thanks to all the members who worked our booth. 
 
The Dingy Rendezvous was enjoyed by all this year.  The weather was beautiful and we all had 
a great time. 
 
We all know this weather will not last, but enjoy October.  Hopefully, it will be as nice as Sep-
tember. 
                                                            Lt/C Cheri Muylaert, P 

executive@dearborn-squadron.org 

What a great Sail Class!!! 

 

 


