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 Commanderôs Department 

 

hƪΣ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ Ŧŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
are diehard and they will try to squeeze every drop of sunshine and good sailing and boating 
days before they admit it, and finally declare it is fall. Fall does not mean that it is going to be 
dull and boring.  
 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΤ 5ф Cŀƭƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ 
Ball and the Christmas party to name a few. There are quite a few people that make these ac-
tivities a reality every year. From the District Spring and Fall Conferences,  the Hospitality Suite 
that is always the center of attention and fun central at any Conference, in any city; to the 
/ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ .ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƴƛŎŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ /ŜƭŜǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ CǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎΤ ǘƘŜ [ŀ[ƻƴŘŜΩǎΣ 
ǘƘŜ aǳȅƭŀŜǊǘΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ wŀȅōǳǊƴΩǎΣ !ƭ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ !ƭ ¢ƻƴŘǊŜŀǳΣ tŀǘ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΣ [ȅƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΣ 
ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ aƛƴŘȅΣ όǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ aŜǊƛǘ 
Mark).  
 

This is what this Organization is all about. We had a few new members this year, some of them 
just jumped right into the deep end and rolled their sleeves up and pitched in with a lot of ac-
tivities and public classes. Thanks to all the instructors that take the time to prepare and teach 
the public and advanced members classes. If I forgot to mention anyone, it definitely was not 
intentional. This is my thanks for this month, November, the thanks giving month. One more 
announcement that I would like to make; with the passing of Lt Doug Goik, AP, we had an 
open seat on the Executive Board. Gene Hamlin, P, volunteered to fill  the position for the re-
mainder of our year that ends in January, and was approved by the Board. I wish to extend a 
special thanks to P/C Al Tondreau, JN, for volunteering, and his willingness to take more and 
help more. 
 

 

Cdr Al Habbal, JN 
Commander@dearborn-Squadron.org  

 

 

mailto:Commander@dearborn-Squadron.org
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 Executive Department 

The month of October brought the end to our boating season.  It is always sad to see it end, 
but there are many social events on the calendar.  The Commanderôs Ball is November 7, 
2009, our Change of Watch is the third Thursday in January, and there are monthly dinner 
meetings to look forward to.  Hope to see everyone at these events. 
 
The Boat Show at Metro Beach was a great success; despite the small showing of visitors and 
boats.  Metro Beach is a beautiful place to hold a boat show, so I hope the rumor that it may 
not be held there again is not true.  It would be a shame to see it end due to poor showings.  
Thanks again to Lt Jim Longley, P, for chairing this event. Also thanks to all the members who 
worked our booth. 
 
As we head into winter please mark your calendar for all the Squadronôs events.  These events 
help to pass the dark months of winter. 
      
                                                       Lt/C Cheri Muylaert, P 

executive@dearborn-squadron.org 

  BRUIN LAKE RENDEZVOUS  
 

The final rendezvous of the summer season was held on 18, 19, 20 September 2009.  The event was for 

small boats and dinghies.  It was held at Bruin Lake in the Pinckney Recreation Area west of Ann Ar-

bor.  Eleven members, who were spending the weekend, began to arrive around 1300 on Friday.  Mem-

bers set up campsites with tents and trailers, unloading firewood for two evening campfires, and estab-

lishing areas for the preparation of meals.  That evening, members dined on meals which they had pro-

vided, followed by a campfire night.  A bright and sunny Saturday morning found the group anxious to 

start the day.   Dinghies were inflated and gear assembled.  A group of seven small boats and 14  mem-

bers left the launch site at 1100. We cruised a number of the six linked lakes before stopping for lunch.  

Later we cruised the remaining lake before returning to Bruin Lake.   Reaching the campsites, we found 

11 additional people.  Members provide their own main dinner and a dish to pass.  There was more than 

enough food for all.  A campfire, stories and conversation followed dinner.  As members parted for 

home before the camp curfew, we were left with 10 individuals who spent the night.  Sunday morning 

found everyone pitching in to make breakfast provided by the Squadron.  Camp breakdown and depar-

ture followed.  I believe everyone who participated had a wonderful weekend.  As for myself, it was a 

great weekend because of the participants and the participation.  I look forward to the Bruin Lake Ren-

dezvous in 2010, and hope it will be bigger and better. 

 

P/C Al Lord, SN  

        Host     
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    Administrative Department 

I want to thank P/C Al Lord, SN, for the great job he and his committee did on the Small Boat 
Rendezvous at Bruin Lake in September.  The weather was a little on the cool side, but the 
sunshine kept us comfortable.   
 
This was the first time Bruce and I attended this rendezvous and we had a great time.  The 
scenery was beautiful, the food delicious and everyone seemed to have  a good time.  Several 
people who were unable to come earlier arrived for the Saturday night dinner.  Hope this Ren-
dezvous takes place again next September. 
 
The D-ф Cŀƭƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀǊōƻǊƴ {ŀƛƭ ϧ tƻǿŜǊ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ .ŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
happening about the time you read this article.  I do hope you are able to attend these events. 
 
The Tri-Squadron Christmas Party will be on December 4, at Epicurean House in Trenton, and 
Grosse Ile Power Squadron is hosting it.  Remember to make your reservations early.  This is 
always a fun holiday party.  Hope to see you there. 
 
Participating, whether by helping and/or attending these events, will add to your enjoyment 
as a member of USPS. 
 
Wishing you and your loved ones a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 

 Lt/C Marilyn Book, AP 
                                    administrative@dearborn-squadron.org 
 

     November 

 

Brian Ennis  11-02   Bob Brusseau  11-09 

Andre Jess  11-06   Pat Pauletich  11-13 

Tom Bush  11-07   James Jones  11-15 

Steve Bowers  11-09   Norm Feliks  11-22 
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 Education Department 

Navigation: The class officially started September 23, with 9 students;  8  from  Dearborn  and  
P/C Dennis McHugh from Grosse Ile. Hopefully, we can all get our sights finished before the 
cold weather sets in. The class will meet every Wednesday night from now until the first of the 
year. 
 
Seamanship class was canceled due to lack of interest. We will try again after the first of the 
year. 
 
Cruise Planning, Instructor Development, and Operation Training are in the planning stages for 
early 2010. More information will follow as time and dates are worked out. Let me know if you 
are interested; my phone is 734-981-5191, e-mail is fmuylaert@aol.com. 
 

THIS IS MICHIGAN 
 

!ƭǇŜƴŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴǘΦ 
 

The Detroit Zoo was the first zoo in America to feature cage less, open exhibits 
that allowed the animals more freedom to roam. 

 
Michigan was the first state to guarantee every child the right to a tax-paid 

high school education. 
 

Lt/C Frank Muylaert, JN 
       education@dearborn-squadron.org 

 

Cool Facts  

The Atlantic Ocean is saltier than the Pacific Ocean  

The flea can jump 350 times its body length, that is like a human jumping the 

length of a football field  

During a typical human life span, the human heart will beat approximately  

2.5 billion times  
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         FLORIDA BOATING LOOKS BETTER FROM AFAR  
By Bill Hempel 

For many years I have written about Florida boating  and our unfortunate Nationwide leader-

ship in the area of boating accidents.  I have often extended the theory that  one of the causes 

for this leadership is our ability to boat year round  as compared to Northern States with shorter 

boating seasons. This past month I spent some extended time on the waters around the Great 

Lakes, and boy was that theory validated. Michigan joins Florida near the top of the list of 

States with the most boats. However, Michiganôs boating season is about one third the length 

of  Floridaôs. Therefore their frequency of boating accidents on a daily basis actually more than 

double ours.  While watching the local news in Florida, I am not accustomed to seeing reports 

on more than one boating accident on a daily basis. On one June day the Detroit 6:00 news re-

ported on three boating accidents.  I checked with the local Coast Guard station and discovered 

that they had responded to 12 boating emergencies on that particular day. The variety of differ-

ent accidents was amazing. 

 

The most common emergency reported that day was people falling off personal watercrafts in 

the middle of a crowded boating channel.  Passing boaters reported three incidents of people in 

the water in danger of being hit by passing boats.  The most serious emergency was a collision 

of two boats in which there were several injuries and one fatality. The most visible accident 

was directly in front of my lodging where I witnessed a swamping.  About 500 yards from my 

deck I saw a small pontoon boat in a busy channel of the Detroit River with no less than 16 

people on board. As I shook my head in wonder over the obvious overload, the predictable 

happened.  Along came a power boat doing about 40 knots.  The wake rocked the pontoon se-

verely, tossing most of the people overboard ( of course none wore life jackets). Other passing 

boats slowed and assisted the people in the water and had all back on board when the Coast 

Guard helicopter arrived. I thought this accident took the prize for stupidity ( Captain of the 

overcrowded boat as well as the careless boat that swamped them), until I heard the 6:00 news 

that same evening.  Seems two men were out in an open 20 foot craft and one fell overboard 

( no life jacket).  The concerned Captain  ( no life jacket) jumped off the boat to rescue his 

friend. Of course the boat drifted away stranding both men in the water.  Fortunately they were 

able to swim to a large channel buoy, where they later were rescued by a Coast Guard helicop-

ter. The  silliest was a woman that capsized her canoe while maneuvering around rocks in a fast 

moving stream.  The capsized canoe pinned her against the rock and she was held fast by the 

rushing water.  Another Coast Guard rescue was required. There scariest incident was two 15 

year olds lost overnight on a personal watercraft. They were reported missing in the early eve-

ning and not found until around midnight. Seems the PWC engine failed right at the mouth of 

the Detroit River and the current carried them out into Lake Erie.  The young girl spotted a 

fixed and unmanned harbor light and swam to the light ( both were wearing life jackets) where 

she climbed up out of the water.  The boy remained on the PWC, which in time drifted across 

the lake to the nearby Canadian shore. He walked to the nearest home where the residents noti-

fied authorities and again a Coast Guard rescue was required to retrieve the young girl. 

 

Fellow boaters, this all happened in a week end. I guess when your season is short you have to 

get in as much stupidity as you can in a short time. I know none of these boaters intended to 

hurt themselves or others.  They were all just out for a day of boating fun. But I am sure the 12 

boaters requiring Coast Guard rescue didnôt really enjoy the experience. When we are on the 
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water we are always just one mistake away from an emergency rescue.  Knowing how to avoid 

making that mistake as well as knowing what to do if it happens, is great insurance that you 

will have a day of boating fun and not be the subject of a  Coast Guard rescue.  Take a USPS 

safe boating class and learn how to be a responsible boater.  As the United States Power Squad-

rons say ñ Boating should be fun.  Let us show you howò. And if you ever boat in the Detroit 

River, please post lookouts at 12-3-6-and 9 oôclock! 

Editors Note:  Reprinted by permission of Bill Hempel. 

You are invited 

to a 

Tri -Squadron Christmas Party 

Hosted by Grosse Ile Power Squadron 

 

Friday, December 4, 2009 

6:00 PM 
At: 

Epicurean House 
1660 Fort St. 

Trenton 

734-285-2210 
 

$25.00 per person $50.00 couple 

Delicious Meal and Open Bar 

 

Music and Dancing 

 

Reservations a must by November 27, 2009 

 

Casual Christmas attire 

 

Contact or send check to: 

CDR Lee Boslooper, S 
29295 East River 

Grosse Ile, MI  48138 

734-675-1659 

 

Tri Squadron Commanders: 

 

Dearborn Sail & Power Squadron 

CDR Al Habbal, JN 

 

Wyandotte Power Squadron 

CDR Linda Zaborowski, P 
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Bruin Lake Rendezvous  

Getting the campsite 

ready and enjoying 

the campfire 

Getting the 

dinghies ready 

for the voyage 

Enjoying good food & drink 

New members, Melinda Rose & 

Mark School 

 

P/C Al Lord, SN, 

trying for a tan 

P/C Al Tondreau, JN, 

enjoying the nice 

Day (and where are 

their PFDs?) 

What a 

beautiful 

view 

Parkinsons & Books relaxing with  their PFDs on! 

Following the leader 

 

Photographs courtesy of Melinda Rose. Check out 

the web for the rest; www.dearborn-squadron.org  


