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Anchor Lines is published 10 
times a year by Dearborn Sail and Power 

Squadron. The deadline for submission of all 

materials is the first Thursday of the month. 
All articles should be submitted to the editor, 

L t .  S u e  R a y b u r n ,  A P  @ 

umrdh72@gmail.com. Please notify the edi-

tor of any change in address. Articles may be 

reprinted without permission if credit is given 

to Dearborn Sail and Power Squadron and the 
Anchor Lines. Opinions expressed within do 

not necessarily reflect the opinion of USPS® 

or of Dearborn Sail and Power Squadron. 

Executive Committee meetings are 
held the first Thursday of the month, at 

1900, at the Livonia Civic Center 

Library, 32777 Five Mile Rd., Livonia, 
Michigan, or at other locations as 

announced in the Anchor Lines. Gen-

eral membership meetings are held on 
the third Thursday of the month at 

1800, at various locations published in 

the Anchor Lines. 

 

AWARDS NIGHT  
April 23rd , 2009 

At  

1 UNDER (Idyl Wyld Golf Course) 

 35780 Five Mile Rd., between Farmington & Newburgh Rd  

Livonia, MI 48154 

Park and enter on west side of building 

 

Come join the fun! 
 

Social hour: 1800 (6:00pm) Dinner 1900 (7:00pm) 

  

50/25/25 Raffle 

   BUFFET   MENU 

 

Old Fashioned Carved Turkey 

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 

Cornbread Stuffing 

Green Beans Almondine 

Garden Salad 

Bread & Rolls 

Dessert 

Coffee, Tea, or Soda 

 

$16.00 a person (Check or exact change appreciated) 

Tax & Tip included 

            *** Cash Bar *** 

 

Reservations required by April 18th, 2009 

    Please call Sue Rayburn 734 -953-2465 or  

       Reservations1@dearborn -squadron.org  

Reservations must be canceled three days prior to meeting 

Or you will be billed! 

mailto:Reservations1@Dearborn-squadron.org
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 Commanderôs Department 

Well, it feels like spring is just around the corner. I am writing this after returning from the D9 Spring 

Conference. The weekend was just perfect, nice and sunny. 

 

The conference was great; starting with the Dearborn hospitality suite that started on Friday evening and 

was the only one that ran for the duration, and as usual was a success. Thanks are due here to the usual 

suspects that worked on making this a success; the Hoitashs, Rayburns, Muylaerts, LaLondes, Books, Al 

Tondreau, Al Lord, Jana Smith, Pat Johnston and Lyn Jackson.  I hope I did not forget anybody. 

 

Here are some of the highlights of the conference.  I had the honor of receiving the following three 

awards on behalf of the Dearborn Sail & Power Squadron; The Life Member Award for Lloyd Burgess, 

JN, the ñDistinction in Journalismò Award and the ñWebsite Excellenceò Award. The seminars dis-

cussed the updates that were introduced to the courses. Marine Electronics is now three separate courses; 

Electrical Systems, Marine Communications and Marine Navigation. You need to pass two to get the 

sticker for your certificate. Other important discussions touched on promoting membership and the 

squadrons. Moving to a marketing-based organization with emphasis on providing the educational mate-

rial to a larger audience. There was a lot of discussion and questions about that that were brought up at 

the Commanderôs meeting with the National Rep. He promised to take our questions back to National 

and will provide answers and a strategic plan at a future time. Also at the conference, the Canadian 

Power & Sail Squadron offered test sessions for the Pleasure Craft Operator Card (PCOC), which will 

be required later this year for all operators of motorized vessels in Canada. A few of our members took 

and passed the test and in the process became associate members of the Windsor Power & Sail Squadron 

(I guess we have to have the Canadian Flag at the meetings now). 

 

Congratulations goes to P/C Linda LaLonde, P, for being elected Stf/C at the National meeting. She will 

be on  the membership committee and will be in charge of recruiting and retaining members. Also our 

own Ex/C Dave Rayburn, AP, has been sworn in as D/Lt of the District 9 nominations committee. 

 

I would like  you to join me in welcoming two new members amongst us, Jim Young and Harry 

McLaughlin, who were voted in during the March Executive meeting. Harry McLaughlin joined after 

attending the Marine VHF Seminar and Jim Joined after attending our February general meeting, and  is 

now taking the Boating class. 

  

In closing, we have a lot of fun activities and a lot of interesting classes and seminars lined up for the 

rest of the year. I hope that all of you will have the chance to participate in these activities and educa-

tional opportunities. Donôt forget Awards night will be at  One Under on April 23, 2009. I promise you 

that there will be, as always, a lot of interesting awards. See you then. 

 

Cdr Al Habbal, AP 

commander@dearborn-squadron.org 
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 Executive Department 

This month takes us that much closer to boating season, which we are all looking forward 

to.  It is a good time for vessel safety checks.  Please contact Lt Roy McPhail, S, to have 

your boat checked.  

 

On another note, we had sixteen people who attended the Spring Conference.  This was 

the largest number other than the host squadron, South Bend. Thanks to all the people 

who attended and helped with this event.  Fun was had by all.   

      

                                              Lt/C Cheri Muylaert,S  

executive@dearborn -squadron.org 

 

 

I know a lot of people who say they do not need a safe -boating class as they have been 

boating all their lives.  After reading the papers this week and watching T.V., the story 

about the football players who lost their lives at sea should make a lot of people think.  

One thing we teach at the boating class is to stay with the boat; the one who did, is still 

alive.  That type of a boat has flotation built into it and will stay afloat.  One good thing 

that they did do was put on life jackets.  

If you have some friends who think they do not need a safe -boating class, at least tell 

them that if they ever have a boating accident, they should stay with the boat.  Most will 

tell you that they know this because they know all about boating.  I tell others that I  have 

been boating for a lot of years and teach safe -boating classes, and I still do not know it 

all, and am still taking classes.  After that, most will say ñI should take a safety courseò.  

Then I tell them that they can save some money on insurance by taking a safe -boating 

class.  

I do not know if those football players had ever taken a boating class, but they had the 

anchor down. If it was over the side and they tried to pull it in, this could have contributed 

in turning over the boat if the anchor was stuck in the bottom.  This is also part of the 

boating classes.  

I do not like to hear about boating accidents, so letôs all recall what we learned in the 

boating class and have a safe -boating season this year.  

Yours in Safe Boating,  

P/C Al Tondreau, AP  
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    Administrative Department 

 

Spring has arrived ï Hurray!!  Warmer weather and more sunshine will surely lift our 
spirits and entice us to get out-of-doors.  Even better, we can start doing spring clean-
ing and maintenance on our boats in preparation for the summer boating season.  Life 
is good. 
 
DS&PS has two new members to welcome to our Squadron.  Please introduce your-
selves to them at our meetings.  They are; Harry McLaughlin and his wife Claire, and 
James Young and his wife Mariann.  Welcome Aboard!    
 
Awards Night Dinner Meeting is the 4

th
 Thursday of April.  This is a change from our 

regular meetings which are usually the 3
rd

 week of the month.  This meeting will be 
April 23

rd
 at 1 Under Restaurant.  Hope you can attend and have the opportunity to 

congratulate the recipients of these awards.  This is always a fun evening. 
 
Next monthôs meeting (May 21) will be held at the Atlantis Restaurant in Plymouth.  
Our program that evening will be a speaker from Homeland Security.  Mark your calen-
dars.  This is sure to be a very interesting program. 
 
We wish you and your loved ones a Happy and Blessed Easter. 
 

Lt/C Marilyn Book, AP 
        administrative@dearborn-squadron.org 

  

      
         
 
 Art Abrams  4-10   Chester Good  4-25 
 Peter Thornton 4-13   Christine Parkinson 4-28 
 Gene Hamlin  4-17   Ray Melvin  4-29 
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 Education Department 

The JN course is over. We all turned in our exam on Wednesday, February 25; after which most of us 

went to Masonôs to celebrate the completion. Now the wait begins for our exams to be graded. 

 

The Public Boating Class at John Glenn is underway with 20 students. This is the biggest class we have 

had in awhile. P/C Richard  Granke, SN, was our instructor on Monday, March 2. He received a round 

of applause after his presentation. Good job Richard. While this was going on he was about to become a 

grandfather for the 5th time. His daughter went into labor and Alexandra Virginia was born at 12:09, 3-4-

09. Congratulations !! 

 

P/C Fred Hoitash, AP, and Lt. Larry McDermott, AP, will be co-teaching Sail some time this late spring 

and summer. The exact date will be set when Larry gets back from Florida. If you are interested in tak-

ing Sail please let Fred or myself know. 

 

The New Navigation 09 books are now available. It includes the student manual, CAPN software pack-

age with non-expiring license, and a license to use the Visual Passage Planner 2 (VPP2) software for 6 

months. Cost is $125.00. ($120.00 for the package and $5.00 for shipping and handling.) Hopefully we 

will start this course in the last quarter of 2009 or the first quarter of 2010. 

 

Northern Michigan Inland Waterway 

 

A meeting will be held some time in May to plan a rendezvous through the Northern Michigan inland 

waterway for summer 2010; date and the length of the cruise will be part of the agenda. If you are inter-

ested please give me a call at 734-981-5191, or e-mail fmuylaert@aol.com. 

 

Life is short 

 

  If you lend someone $20 and never see that person again, it was probably worth it. 

 

  It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to serve as a warning to others. 

 

   Since itôs the early worm that gets eaten by the bird, sleep late. 

 

Enjoy it 

 

Lt/C Frank Muylaert, AP 

education@dearborn-squadron.org 
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PLANNED GIFTS BENEFIT USPS  
Stf/C  Theodore C.. Kontos,  SN 

 

Planned Giving is a program of various financial instruments that can be adapted to the needs 
of each donor.  When the ñGiftò is properly and correctly set up, it will provide future income for 
the nonprofit (USPS).  This ñGiftò is also known as ñdeferred givingò.  ñGiftsò can be made by 
using many types of assets.  Most asset contributions are made with cash or appreciated mar-
ketable securities.  Depending on the donorôs particular circumstances, ñGiftsò can also be 
made using qualified retirement account assets, real estate, insurance policies and even art-
work or business interests. 

A donor using planned giving techniques has a variety of benefits such as increasing current 
income for the donor or others.  You can also reduce income and/or estate taxes, reduce or 
avoid capital gains taxes, pass assets on to family members at reduced tax costs and make 
an important gift to USPS.  Think of "Planned Gifts" as leaving a legacy that benefits not only 
the donor and the donor's family, but also nonprofits (USPS). 

ñGiftsò designated to the USPS Endowment Fund are invested in an account separate from 
other assets/investments of USPS.  R/C Michael Horowitz, JN explains how these funds are 
managed by the Finance Committee. ñThe investment philosophy is very conservative and 
preservation of the principal is paramount. Currently the investment mix is 75% money market 
instruments, such as certificates of deposit and money market funds, and 25% in mutual funds 
with reinvestment of dividends and capital gains. Income from the ñGiftsò will be used to fund 
initiatives that support strategic issues facing our organization.ò  

 You may be wondering how and why you fit into this program; read one memberôs prospec-
tive. òNow that I (P/C/C Les Johnson, SN) am not on the National Bridge, it has been a source 
of great satisfaction to be able to talk with more members and be re-involved with my Squad-
ron and District. There is one subject that frequently comes up in conversation when visiting 
Districts and Squadrons.  Members have thought about making ñGiftsò to USPS, but they are 
not sure how the money would be used.  Some examples of past  ñGiftsò include $40,000 plus 
to cover mentoring costs to start new squadrons, $400,000 plus to upgrade and enlarge the 
headquarters building, $3,000 plus for a defibrillator for headquarters and national meetings, 
and lastly a $500,000 ñGiftò was made to the Century Fund.ò 

All of the above are a few examples of how ñPlanned Giftsò have helped provide the resources 
that are needed to best promote boating education.  Did you notice that the amount of the 
ñGiftsò vary from small to large?  There are additional future projects that are needed.  It is 
easy to ask the Planned Giving Committee for some direction for making a ñGiftò you might 
have in mind.  Remember, it is the accumulation of all ñGiftsò to the USPS (big and small) that 
get things accomplished. 
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   Anaheim Annual Meeting News  
 

USPS® held the annual meeting in Anaheim, CA 17 ï 22 Feb 2009 where we all had a 
chance to chat with friends and members from all over the country.  The weather was 
sunny which was greatly enjoyed by those of us from the northern states. 
 
Two items were decided on during the Saturday business meeting:  the elimination of 
the Internal Auditing Committee and the move to universal use of Headquarters Anni-
versary Billing.  The auditing committee was eliminated due to the requirement for out-
side testing and the review of records by independent outside auditors.  This is due to 
changes in the regulations for all corporations as well as non-profit groups.  As 82% of 
the squadrons were already participating in the anniversary billing, it was decided to 
make it universal which will make it easier for headquarters ï there will be no need to 
keep two systems of dues collections. 
 
Membership continued to decline by 7% for 2008.  USPS® is in a deficit position for 
the first time in a couple of years as a result of declining educational sales and the 
economy.  The budget has been closely watched and each department has kept under 
the budget.  Look for upcoming articles in The Ensign detailing strategies to help cor-
rect the situation. 
 
There was much discussion in the membership meeting about the need to recruit and 
retain members.  Lots of ideas were shared ï watch the national membership site for 
new ideas and presentations. 
 
Sessions were held on how to promote the new ABC public course ï there are a num-
ber of hard copy flyers, posters, video clips and public service announcements avail-
able for squadrons to use.  If you have any questions you can contact Stf/C Denise 
Samu, AP, as she is part of the national PRO committee. 
 
National meetings are fun even with the work that needs to get done while attending.  
If you havenôt attended one, think about going to Kansas City in September 2009.  
USPS® is the best and we need to let everyone know! 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Stf/C Linda LaLonde, P 
National Membership Committee/Recruiting & Retaining 

 

Editorôs note: In last monthôs Anchor Lines, there was an application for the poster contest. 

We forgot to include the deadline for the contest which is August 15, 2009. 

 

For additional pictures from the February general membership meeting and the spring con-

ference, go to Dearborn Sail & Power Squadronôs website; www.dearborn-squadron.org 
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 Dinner Meeting and Spring Conference  

Al Conrad &  

Lt Roy McPhail, AP 

Donna Spiteri & 

P/C Al Spiteri, SN 

NOAA reps. Speaker Bryan 

Tilley on the right 

Lt Bruce Book, AP, Lt/C 

Marilyn Book, AP, Don Libke 

Our newest member, Jim 

Young & Cdr Al Habbal, AP 

The thinking tank of the 

Squadron! 

P/C Al Lord, SN, & Lt/C Frank 

Muylaert, AP, getting the room 

ready 

The ñVoyage to the Galaxyò Stf/C Linda LaLonde, P, & Cdr 

Al Habbal, AP, & Guests 

Our District reps being sworn 

in 

Our own Lt Bill Stewart, SN, 

receiving special thanks for his 

three yrs as DEO 

Lt Bill Stewart, SN, & D/Lt/C 

Don Fiander, SN, DEO 

 


